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Establishing Context:
• Distinguishing:
1. A dispensation – 
  Which manages the plan of God.

2. A covenant – 
  Which stipulates and drives the plan of God.

3. A divine institution – 
  Which preserves and promotes the plan of God.



Establishing Context:
•Defining: 
 Divine institution

1) Divinely appointed
2) Universal in scope
3) Significant impact on society.
4) Generationally transferable.
5) Non-terminable.
6) Observable plan or purpose.
7) Consequential retribution.



Establishing Context:
•Defining: 
 Divine institution
“a divine institution is a law, rule, principle, decree 
and or establishment that God installs into creation 
with specific purpose and function that is passed down 
generation to generation without cessation for the 
maintenance, preservation and prosperity of a society 
and which renders man responsible for their conduct.”



Establishing Context:
•Defining: 
 Divine institutions – 

1. Responsible Labor
2. Marriage
3. Family
4. Human Government
5. Tribal Diversity



Establishing Context:
•Defining: 
 Evil – 



Establishing Context:
•Defining: 
 Evil – 

- Cannot create an absolute above God.



Establishing Context:
- Cannot create an absolute above God.

Evil



Establishing Context:
•Defining: 
 Evil – 
- “anything that goes against God’s character, nature, 

and will and is the antithesis of Who God is and what 
God is doing in creation.”

- Exists in the PERSONAL, CORPORATE, 
NATIONAL, and UNIVERSAL spheres.



Genesis 3:11–13, 15-19 (NKJV)

11 And He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have 
you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you that you 
should not eat?” 
12 Then the man said, “The woman whom You gave to be with 
me, she gave me of the tree, and I ate.” 
13 And the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this you 
have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I 
ate.” 



Genesis 3:11–13, 16-19 (NKJV)

16 To the woman He said: “I will greatly multiply your sorrow 
and your conception; In pain you shall bring forth children; 
Your desire shall be for your husband, And he shall rule over 
you.” 



Genesis 3:11–13, 16-19 (NKJV)
17 Then to Adam He said, “Because you have heeded the 
voice of your wife, and have eaten from the tree of which I 
commanded you, saying, ‘You shall not eat of it’: “Cursed is 
the ground for your sake; In toil you shall eat of it All the days 
of your life. 
18 Both thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you, And you 
shall eat the herb of the field. 
19 In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread Till you return 
to the ground, For out of it you were taken; For dust you are, 
And to dust you shall return.”



Romans 8:19–22 (NKJV)

19 For the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits for 
the revealing of the sons of God. 
20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but 
because of Him who subjected it in hope; 
21 because the creation itself also will be delivered from the 
bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children 
of God. 
22 For we know that the whole creation groans and labors with 
birth pangs together until now.



Establishing Context:
•Defining: 
 Evil – 
- Began with the fall of angels (Gen. 3:1; Is. 14:12-21; 

Ezek. 28:12-19; Rev. 12:3-4, 7-9)

- Spread with the fall of man. (Gen. 3)

- Ends with the kingdom and new heavens and new 
earth (Rev. 21)

{Evil}



Establishing Context:
•Defining: 
 Divine institution

 Evil

 Kingdom of God



Establishing Context:
•Defining: 
 Kingdom of God

• Indirect theocratic administration

• Creation of Israel (Covenants)

• Creation of the Church (Co-heirs)

• Literal, earthly kingdom (Christ)



Demonstrating Restraint:
•  The Divine Institutions: 
1) Responsible Labor

2) Marriage

3) Family

4) Human Government

5) Tribal Diversity

?



Demonstrating Restraint:

A. What it is: 
• Sanctity of life

• Stewardship of judgment

• Sword imagery

4) Human Government



Demonstrating Restraint:

A. What it is: 
• Sanctity of life
 Genesis 9:5-6

4) Human Government



Demonstrating Restraint:

A. What it is: 
• Sanctity of life

4) Human Government



Demonstrating Restraint:

A. What it is: 
• Stewardship of judgment
 Genesis 3:22-24 

4) Human Government



Demonstrating Restraint:



Demonstrating Restraint:

A. What it is: 
• Sword imagery
 Genesis 3:22-24
 Ezekiel 21 (Babylon)
 Roman 13:1-7

4) Human Government





5 Important Observations: Romans 13:1-7
1. Every soul is to be subject to governing authorities (v. 1a).

2. Governing authorities are appointed by God (v. 1b). 

3. Rulers are a “terror” to evil not to good works (v. 3).

4. Rulers are “God’s ministers and “bear the sword” (v. 4). 

5. Taxes, dues, customs, fear, and honor are owed to 
governing authorities (v. 7).



Demonstrating Restraint:

B. How it restrains sin: 
• Protects & promotes sanctity of life.

• Removes evil from society.

• Inherently a stewardship of judgment.

• Mankind is under this authority.

4) Human Government



Demonstrating Restraint:

A. What it is: 
• Solution to global disobedience.

• Separation into peoples and eventually nations.

• Sovereignly executed.

5) Tribal Diversity



Demonstrating Restraint:

A. What it is: 
• Solution to global disobedience.
 Genesis 11:1-9 (turn there… *cf. Gen. 9:1)

5) Tribal Diversity



Demonstrating Restraint:

A. What it is: 
• Solution to global disobedience.
 At least 3 results – 

1) The rebellious project is stopped.
2) The people forced to scatter.
3) The scattering is based on language.

5) Tribal Diversity



Demonstrating Restraint:

A. What it is: 
• Separation into peoples and eventually nations.
 Deuteronomy 32:8-9 (70 nations? Cf. Ex. 1:5)

5) Tribal Diversity



Demonstrating Restraint:
5) Tribal Diversity



Tribes do not inevitably evolve into nations, nor do nations 
necessarily spring from tribes. Before this observation is 
carried forward, it will be helpful to consider such terms as 
peoples and nations. Two key Hebrew terms, gôy and ʿam, lie 
behind these translations; and despite the attempts by some 
scholars to distinguish between them, the two are frequently 
interchangeable; and both refer to Israel and the nations in 
general alike. In Genesis, however, gôy is to be understood for 
the most part as a nation in the normal political sense whereas 
ʿam has to do with ethnicity, the recognition of blood 
relationship. For that reason the translation people seems 
generally preferable.
  - Eugene H. Merrill, Everlasting Dominion pg. 190.



The earliest reference to the origin of nations is in the Table of 
Nations of Genesis 10. But as we have already noted, the 
nations as such sprang out of the dispersion of the human race 
on the occasion of God's interruption of man's arrogant claims 
at the tower of Babel. Here the Lord calls them a people (ʿam), 
folks all speaking the same language, that is, exhibiting a 
cohesion and homogeneity in the face of God's command to 
fill the earth (Gen. 11:6). After they were scattered (Gen. 9:19; 
note the passive), they formed themselves into nations, social 
orders based presumably on language as much as anything 
else or even more so (Gen. 10:5; cf. vv. 20, 31).

  - Eugene H. Merrill, Everlasting Dominion pg. 192.



Demonstrating Restraint:

A. What it is: 
• Sovereignly executed.
 Acts 17:26

5) Tribal Diversity



Demonstrating Restraint:
5) Tribal Diversity



Demonstrating Restraint:

B. How it restrains sin: 
• Slows global disobedience.

• Separates righteous and unrighteous nations.

5) Tribal Diversity



Demonstrating Restraint:
•  The Divine Institutions: 
1) Responsible Labor

2) Marriage

3) Family

4) Human Government

5) Tribal Diversity

?



Demonstrating Restraint:

A. What it is: 
• Stewardship of personal life.

• Subject to scrutable judgment of Creator.

1) Responsible Labor



Demonstrating Restraint:

A. What it is: 
• Stewardship of personal life.
 Image of God and dominion delegated. (Gen. 

1:26-27)

1) Responsible Labor



Demonstrating Restraint:

A. What it is: 
• Subject to scrutable judgment of Creator.
 Assessing Creation (Genesis 1)

- “And God saw it was good” (x6)
- “God saw everything that He had made, and 
indeed it was VERY GOOD.” (v. 31)

1) Responsible Labor



Demonstrating Restraint:

A. What it is: 
• Subject to scrutable judgment of Creator.
 Assessing Creation (Genesis 1)
 Judgment of the man (Genesis 2-3)
 Judgment of mankind (Gen. 6; Ecc. 12:13-14)

1) Responsible Labor



Demonstrating Restraint:
1) Responsible Labor



Demonstrating Restraint:

B. How it restrains sin: 
• Immediate judgment.
• Ultimate judgment.

1) Responsible Labor



Demonstrating Restraint:
B. How it restrains sin: 

• Immediate judgment.
 Cain (Gen. 4)
 The Exodus Pharaoh (Ex. 7-10)
 Nadab and Abihu (Lev. 10:1-2)
 Flood (Gen. 6)
 Sodom and Gomorrah (Gen. 19)
 Canaanites (Deut. 7:1-3)

1) Responsible Labor



Demonstrating Restraint:

B. How it restrains sin: 
• Ultimate judgment.
 Ecclesiastes 12:13-14
 Hebrews 9:27

- “And as it is appointed for men to die once, but 
after this the judgment,”

1) Responsible Labor



Demonstrating Restraint:
•  The Divine Institutions: 
1) Responsible Labor

2) Marriage

3) Family

4) Human Government

5) Tribal Diversity

?



Demonstrating Restraint:

A. What it is: 
• Institution by God (Gen. 2:20-25)

• Intended for reproductive generation (Gen. 1:28)

• Implied in the plan of redemption (Gen. 3:15)

• Application to angels (Mt. 22:30)

2) Marriage



Demonstrating 
Restraint:

A. What it is: 
Institution by God 
(Gen. 2:20-25)

2) Marriage



Demonstrating Restraint:

A. What it is: 
• Intended for reproductive generation (Gen. 1:28)

2) Marriage



Demonstrating Restraint:

A. What it is: 
• Implied in the plan of redemption (Gen. 3:15)

2) Marriage



Demonstrating Restraint:

A. What it is: 
• Application to angels (Mt. 22:30)

2) Marriage



Demonstrating Restraint:

B. How it restrains sin: 
• 2  violations to the institution of marriage:
1- Strange-flesh violation

2- Sexual immorality violation

2) Marriage



1- Strange-flesh violation
• Genesis 6 
• Jude 6-7



1- Strange-flesh violation
• Genesis 6 
• Jude 6-7
• Romans 1:18-28 (go there)

The attack on the institution of marriage is conducted by:
 The World (Gen. 6)
 The Flesh (Gal. 5:19; Eph. 4:17-19; 1 Cor. 6:18)
 The Devil (Gen. 6; Jude 6-7)



Demonstrating Restraint:

B. How it restrains sin: 
• 2  violations to the institution of marriage:
1- Strange-flesh violation

2- Sexual immorality violation

2) Marriage



Demonstrating Restraint:

B. How it restrains sin: 
• “Marriage is the only divinely prescribed sphere in 

which sexual union is to take place.”

2) Marriage



B. How it restrains sin: 
• Proverbs 5:15-21
• 1 Corinthians 7



B. How it restrains sin: 

2 corollaries that associate marriage with the Divine 
desire for purity:
1. God and the nation of Israel 

(Ezek. 16:1-14; cf. Is. 1:21; 57:8; Jer. 2:20; 3:2, 
6, 20; Ezek. 16:15-30; 23:11-20; Hos. 1:2)

2. The sanctification of the Church 
(2 Cor. 11:2; Eph. 5:25-32)



Demonstrating Restraint:
•  The Divine Institutions: 
1) Responsible Labor

2) Marriage

3) Family

4) Human Government

5) Tribal Diversity

?



Demonstrating Restraint:

A. What it is: 
• Instituted along with marriage (Gen. 2:20-25)
• Intention (Deut. 6:5-9)

3) Family



Intentions:
  Deut. 6:5-9)
• Taught diligently 7a

• Expressed daily 7b

• Regarded carefully 8

• Readily accessible 9



Intentions:
  Deut. 6:5-9)
• Taught diligently 7a

• Expressed daily 7b

• Regarded carefully 8

• Accessible readily 9

“Moses admonishes the newly 
formed nation to carefully 
observe the commands of God 
both personally, as well as to 
teach their children to do the 
same. Therefore, the family is 
designed to be the vehicle of 
transference for God’s 
righteous commands to 
succeeding generations.”



Demonstrating Restraint:

B. How it restrains sin: 
• Deut. 6:20-25
• Deut. 21:18-21
• Proverbs 22:6
• Hebrews 12:5-11

3) Family



B. How it restrains sin: 
• Deut. 6:20-25



B. How it restrains sin: 
• Deut. 21:18-21



B. How it restrains sin: 
• Proverbs 22:6



B. How it restrains sin: 
• Hebrews 12:5-11



Demonstrating Restraint:
•  The Divine Institutions: 
1) Responsible Labor

2) Marriage

3) Family

4) Human Government

5) Tribal Diversity



“The divine institutions outlined in Scripture serve as 
fundamental pillars for the preservation, promotion, and 
ultimate guardrails for the restoration of humanity. 
These institutions of responsible labor, marriage, family, 
human government, and tribal diversity, are divinely 
installed to restrain evil, promote righteousness, and 
guide mankind in fulfilling God's purposes. 

Conclusion:



“Though they operate in a fallen world, their ultimate 
aim is to align creation with God's redemptive plan, 
which will culminate in the direct reign of Jesus Christ. 
By understanding these institutions and their purpose, 
believers can better appreciate their role in God's 
unfolding story of redemption, as well as the 
responsibility they bear to uphold His principles in their 
own lives and communities.”

Conclusion:



 Everything you do is before the LORD and liable for His 
Scrutable judgment.

 Promote biblical marriage personally, and corporately in 
your churches.

 The local church is a help to families not the replacement.

 Pray for our governments and teach the future generations 
to model biblical stewardship of God’s sword.

 Don’t be a globalist! And teach others not to, too.

Application: teach, rebuke, correct, train



Question Time
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