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Divine institutions are social structures for the 
benefit of humanity, of which God designed all 
people to be members by default.
The divine institutions are: the individual, the 
family, and the country.
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Lactantius
c. 250–c. 325

Justin Martyr
c. 100–c. 165

Tertullian
c. 155–c. 220



Charlemagne crowned emperor by Pope Leo III in 800 AD
Chroniques de France ou de Saint Denis (late 14th c.)



Wedding of False Dmitri and Marina Mniszech in Moscow on May 8, 1606



Jean Calvin
1509–1564

Jan Łaski
1499–1560



Abraham 
Kuyper

1837–1920

Young Abraham Kuyper
• Raised Dutch Reformed
• Disillusioned with orthodoxy
• Modernist education
• Unitarian
• Dissertation on Jean Calvin and Jan Łaski
• Rejected immortality, atonement
• Rejected revelation; preferred encountering God



Abraham 
Kuyper

1837–1920

Old Abraham Kuyper
• Converted to Calvinist orthodoxy 
• Joined the Dutch Anti-Revolutionary Movement
• No background in conservative exegesis
• Continued rejecting verbal-plenary inspiration
• Invented sphere sovereignty
• Became Prime Minister
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I stick to my thesis that Abraham Kuyper’s 
ontological notion of sphere sovereignty was not 
so much the cumulative result of his knowledge 
of the intellectual history, mainly that of 
Calvinism, but to a large extent his own 
invention—he did this by looking out of his 
window. As such, this conclusion substantiates 
the impression of philosopher J. D. Dengerink 
that Kuyper developed his notion of sphere 
sovereignty intuitively.

George Harinck
Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam



Epistemology

Metaphysics

Politics

Ethics

Individual Family Agriculture Industry

Commerce Art Church Science

Industry Works of 
mercy And so on And so 

forth



Epistemology

Metaphysics

Politics

Ethics

Individual Family Agriculture Industry

Commerce Art Church Science

Industry Works of 
mercy And so on And so 

forth



Abraham 
Kuyper

1837–1920

Old Abraham Kuyper
• Converted to Calvinist orthodoxy 
• Joined the Dutch Anti-Revolutionary Movement
• No background in conservative exegesis
• Continued rejecting verbal-plenary inspiration
• Invented sphere sovereignty
• Became Prime Minister



Allan Boesak
1946–

Hendrik Verwoerd
1901–1966



Paula White
1966–

R. J. Rushdoony
1916–2001
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Divine institutions are social structures for the 
benefit of humanity, of which God designed all 
people to be members by default.
The divine institutions are: the individual, the 
family, and the country.
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Anthropology
Ontology: Facets of ManMetaethics: Responsible Labor
Anthropology

26 Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according 
to Our likeness; and let them rule over the fish of the sea and 
over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all the 
earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on the 
earth.” 27 God created man in His own image, in the image 
of God He created him; male and female He created them. 28 
God blessed them; and God said to them, “Be fruitful and 
multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; and rule over the 
fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over 
every living thing that moves on the earth.”
Genesis 1:26–28
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ImmaterialMaterial

…the body without the spirit is dead…
James 2:26
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“God said” 10x in Genesis 1
• 8x before there was man to speak to!

His commands are understood literally
Intertextual citations understand the Bible literally
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26 Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according 
to Our likeness; and let them rule over the fish of the sea and 
over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all the 
earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on the 
earth.” 27 God created man in His own image, in the image of 
God He created him; male and female He created them. 28 
God blessed them; and God said to them, “Be fruitful and 
multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; and rule over the 
fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over every 
living thing that moves on the earth.”
Genesis 1:26–28
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Metaethics: Responsible Labor

The Doctrine of
Anthropology

15 Then the LORD God took the man and put him in the garden 
of Eden to tend and keep it. 16 And the LORD God 
commanded the man, saying, “Of every tree of the garden 
you may freely eat; 17 but of the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat 
of it you shall surely die.”
Genesis 2:15–17



Metaethics: Responsible Labor

The Doctrine of
Anthropology

17 Then to Adam He said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, and 
have eaten from the tree about which I commanded you, saying, ‘You shall not eat 
from it’;

Cursed is the ground because of you;
In toil you will eat of it
All the days of your life.
18 “Both thorns and thistles it shall grow for you;
And you will eat the plants of the field;
19 By the sweat of your face
You will eat bread,
Till you return to the ground,
Because from it you were taken;
For you are dust,
And to dust you shall return.” 
Genesis 3:17–19
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The Family
21 And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall on Adam, and he slept; and 
He took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh in its place. 22 Then the rib 
which the LORD God had taken from man He made into a woman, and He 
brought her to the man.
23 And Adam said:

    “This is now bone of my bones
    And flesh of my flesh;
    She shall be called Woman,
    Because she was taken out of Man.”

24

25 And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed.
Genesis 2:21–25

Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to 
his wife, and they shall become one flesh.
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The Family

Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to 
his wife, and they shall become one flesh.
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The Country

The Noahic Covenant
Genesis 8:20–9:17

The Global Dispersion
Genesis 11:1–9



9 So God blessed Noah and his sons, and said to 
them: “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth. 2 And 
the fear of you and the dread of you shall be on every 
beast of the earth, on every bird of the air, on all that 
move on the earth, and on all the fish of the sea. They 
are given into your hand. 3 Every moving thing that lives 
shall be food for you. I have given you all things, even as 
the green herbs. 4 But you shall not eat flesh with its 
life, that is, its blood. 5 Surely for your lifeblood I will 
demand a reckoning; from the hand of every beast I 
will require it, and from the hand of man. From the 
hand of every man’s brother I will require the life of 
man.

6 “Whoever sheds man’s blood,
By man his blood shall be shed;
For in the image of God
He made man.
7 And as for you, be fruitful and multiply;
Bring forth abundantly in the earth
And multiply in it.”

Genesis 9:1–7



11 Now the whole earth had one language and 
one speech. 2 And it came to pass, as they journeyed 
from the east, that they found a plain in the land of 
Shinar, and they dwelt there. 3 Then they said to one 
another, “Come, let us make bricks 
and bake them thoroughly.” They had brick for 
stone, and they had asphalt for mortar. 4 And they 
said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city, and a 
tower whose top is in the heavens; let us make 
a name for ourselves, lest we be scattered 
abroad over the face of the whole earth.”

Genesis 11:1–9



5 But the LORD came down to see the city and the 
tower which the sons of men had built. 6 And 
the LORD said, “Indeed the people are one and they 
all have one language, and this is what they begin 
to do; now nothing that they propose to do will be 
withheld from them. 7 Come, let Us go down and 
there confuse their language, that they may not 
understand one another’s 
speech.” 8 So the LORD scattered them abroad 
from there over the face of all the earth, and they 
ceased building the city. 9 Therefore its name is 
called Babel, because there the LORD confused the 
language of all the earth; and from there 
the LORD scattered them abroad over the face of 
all the earth.

Genesis 11:1–9



7 “Remember the days of old,
Consider the years of many generations.
Ask your father, and he will show you;
Your elders, and they will tell you:
8 When the Most High divided their inheritance 
to the nations,
When He separated the sons of Adam,
He set the boundaries of the peoples
According to the number of the children of 
Israel.
9 For the LORD’s portion is His people;
Jacob is the place of His inheritance.

Deuteronomy 32:7–9
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300–350 
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~50 million 
years old
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Pre-Flood

Post-Flood

Cretaceous–Paleogene 
boundary (K–Pg)
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https://assets.answersingenesis.org/doc/articles/am/v8/n2/ice-age-map.pdf



https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10584-014-1269-y

https://www.science.org/doi/epdf/10.1126/sciadv.aax6656

Climate and the rise and fall of the Neo-Assyrian Empire

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10584-014-1269-y
https://www.science.org/doi/epdf/10.1126/sciadv.aax6656


Grill, G., et al. "Mapping the World's Free-Flowing Rivers." Nature, vol. 569, no. 7755, 2019, pp. 215-221,221A-
221O. https://doi.org/10.1038/s41586-019-1111-9.





7 “Remember the days of old,
Consider the years of many generations.
Ask your father, and he will show you;
Your elders, and they will tell you:
8 When the Most High divided their inheritance 
to the nations,
When He separated the sons of Adam,
He set the boundaries of the peoples
According to the number of the children of 
Israel.
9 For the LORD’s portion is His people;
Jacob is the place of His inheritance.

Deuteronomy 32:7–9



Salonika Torah

“According to the number of the children of Israel.”
למספר בני ישׂראל

https://scrolls.godsancientlibrary.com/salonika-torah


4QDeutj

Codex Vaticanus

“According to the number of the angels of 
God.”

κατὰ ἀριθμὸν ἀγγέλων θεοῦ

“[According to the number of] the sons of 
God.”

בני ישׂראל[ למספר]





Codex Ambrosianus B.21

MS Add.1846

“According to the 
number of the 

children of Isreal”
ࠋࠀࠓࠔࠉ ࠉࠍࠁ ࠓࠐࠎࠌࠋ

“According to the 
number of the 

children of Isreal”

ܐܝܣܪܝܠܝ̈ܢܕܒܠܡܢܝܢܐ



12 Now the LORD had said to Abram:
“Get out of your country,
From your family
And from your father’s house,
To a land that I will show you.
2 I will make you a great nation;
I will bless you
And make your name great;
And you shall be a blessing.
3 I will bless those who bless you,
And I will curse him who curses you;
And in you all the families of the earth 
shall be blessed.” Genesis 12:1–3



Three Facets of a Country

A distinct territory with a civil government to protect the people in 
the land
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