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Thanksgiving 2022

Psa. 106:1, “Praise the LORD! Oh, give thanks to the
LORD, for He I1s good! For His gracious, loyal love endures
forever.”



In 1820, on the bicentenary of the Pilgrims’ landing at
Plymouth in Massachusetts Bay, Daniel Webster’s oratory
celebrated “our homage to our Pilgrim Fathers, our
sympathy in their sufferings, our gratitude for their labors,
our admiration of their virtues, our veneration of their piety,
and our attachment to those principles of civil and
religious liberty.”

Dictionary of Christianity in America (Downers Grove, IL:
InterVarsity Press, 1990).



Two Movements Form the Background to the Pilgrims
1. The Protestant Reformation, 1517—

2. The Anabaptist Movement



Two Movements Form the Background to the Pilgrims
1. The Protestant Reformation, 1517—

2. The Anabaptist Movement

Separation of Church and State
Believers’ baptism (disconnected from citizenship)



Henry VIII 1509-1547
Edward VI 1547-1553 Protestant
Mary Tudor 1553-1558 Roman Catholic
Elizabeth | 1558-1603 Anglican
James | 1603-1625 Anglican
Charles | 1625-1649 Anglican
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Migration of English
Separatism to America

Scrooby

Plymouth
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The Mayflower Compact

MAYFLOWER COMPACT 1620
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GOVERNOR BRADFORD’S COPY OF THE MAYFLOWER COMPACT

Preserved in his handwriting in his History of Plymouth Plantation,

OVER 300 YEARS AGO!

Wilbin Healford.
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N the Name of God, Amen.  We whole Names 25 -,
are under-writren, the L('y.al Sub)cc'ts of our drc:ld ,f",',,, Goverh=
Soveraign Lord King Fames, by the grace ot God of ;-‘-{' 0.;\;!“'-
Great Britain, France and Ireland, King, Defendor of the e
Faith, ¢re. Having undertaken for the glory of God,
and advancement of the Chriftian Faith, and the Ho-
nour of our K ng and Countrey, a Voyage to plant the
firlt Colony in the Northern parts of Prrginia s Do by
thefe Prefcnts (olemnly and mutually, in the prefence of
God and one another, Covenant and Combine our
{clves together into a Civil Body Polutick, for our berter
ordering and prefervacion, and furcherance of the ends
<forefnd : and by virtue hereof do ena&, conftitute and
frame (uch juft and equal Laws, O dinances, Aéts, Cop-
flirusions and Officers, from ume tdtime, as (hall be
thought moft meet and convenicnt for the general good
of the Colony ;5 unto which we promife all due fobgmi-
f:on and obedicnce.  In witnefs whereof we huve here-
unto fubfcribed our Names at Cape Cod, the cleventhof
November , in the Reign of our Sovcr;iFn Lord King
7umes, of Englasd, France and Ircland the e ghteenth,
cnd of Scotland tie Atiy fourth, Anne Dom, 1610,

I"‘ n Carver. Samucl Fuller, FilwwdTi 7].
prilliam Bradford, (‘k-:,/?rpz"rr Martin, 7./"m T illy.
Fdw.ord ¢t inflow, 1l am Mislling, Frances Cook,
P2illam Brewficr, M iliiam white, T Femas Rovers,
2fuac Allerton, Kichard #avrren, T homas Tinksr.
Miles Standsfh, ?r;ku Hewland, 705‘. Ridgdale,
Jdbn Alden, Sicven Hopkini, Edward Faller,
Fobn Turner, Dugery Prucft, Richard Clark,
Francis Eaton, T honsgg 1y’ illiams, Richard Gardiner.
Fames Chilton, Cilbere winflow, Fobn Allerion.
7 bx Craxton, Ldmond Margefen, Thomas Englifb,

70/;;1 Billingron. Peter Brown, Edward Doten.

fofes Flescher, Richard Biseeridge. Edward Licfier.

T obn Goodman. Georze Somle.

"Compact", with the sigrers, as first
NI . "rorton's Lermorial” at Carbridge,
Nass., in 1862, ar official nublicatior of the
Plyrmouth Colory. The order of sigrirg the orig-
inal manuscript is rot krown.
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The Mayflower Compact

“In Ye name of God, Amen.

We whose names are underwritten, the loyall
subjects of our dread soveraigne Lord, King
James ...

having undertaken, for the glorie of God, and
advancemente of the Christian faith, and honour of
our kKing & countrie, a voyage to plant the first
colonie in the Northerne parts of Virginia ...

In the presence of God, and one of another,
covenant & combine our selves togeather into a
civill body politick ...

to enacte ... Just & equall lawes ... as shall be thought
most meete & convenient for the generall good of
the Colonie,

unto which we promise all due submission and
obedience ...”







The By-Laws of the “Adventurers”

“The adventurers & planters do agree that every person

that goeth being aged 16 years & upward ... be accounted a
single share ...

“The persons transported & the adventurers shall continue
their joint stock & partnership together, the space of 7
years ... during which time, all profits & benefits that are
got by trade, traffic, trucking, working, fishing, or any other
means of any person or persons, remain still in ye
common stock ...



“... That all such persons as are of this colony, are to have

their meat, drink, apparel, and all provision out of the
common stock & goods ...

“That at the end of the 7 years, the capital & profits, viz.

the houses, lands, goods and chattels, be equally divided
betwixt the adventurers and planters.”



Governor Willlam Bradford recorded this experiment as a
fallure:

“The failure of that experiment of communal service, which
was tried for several years, and by good and honest men,
proves the emptiness of the theory of Plato and other
ancients, applauded by some of later times, — that the
taking away of private property, and the possession of It In
community, by a commonwealth, would make a state
happy and flourishing; as If they were wiser than God ...



... For in this Instance, community of property was found
to breed much confusion and discontent;

“and retard much employment which would have been to
the general benefit ...

“For the young men who were most able and fit for service
objected to being forced to spend their time and strength

In working for other men’s wives and children, without any
recompense ..."



“The strong man or the resourceful man had no more
share of food, clothes, etc., than the weak man who was
not able to do a quarter the other could. This was thought

Injustice.

“The aged and graver men, who were ranked and
equalized in labor, food, clothes, etc., with the humbler and
younger ones, thought it some indignity and disrespect to
them.

“As for men’s wives who were obliged to do service for
other men, such as cooking, washing their clothes, etc.,
they considered It a kind of slavery, and many husbands
would not brook It ...”



The experiment of a “communistic plan” of redistribution
of wealth falled:

“I1t did ... abolish those very relations which God himself
has set among men ... (and) greatly diminish the mutual

respect that Is so important should be preserved amongst
them.

“Let none argue that this is due to human failing, rather
than to this communistic plan of life in itself.”



1 Thess. 5:18, “In everything give thanks; for this is the will
of God In Christ Jesus for you.”

Eph. 5:20, “giving thanks always for all things to God the
Father In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,”



