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Thanksgiving 2022


Psa. 106:1, “Praise the LORD! Oh, give thanks to the 
LORD, for He is good! For His gracious, loyal love endures 
forever.”



In 1820, on the bicentenary of the Pilgrims’ landing at 
Plymouth in Massachusetts Bay, Daniel Webster’s oratory 
celebrated “our homage to our Pilgrim Fathers, our 
sympathy in their sufferings, our gratitude for their labors, 
our admiration of their virtues, our veneration of their piety, 
and our attachment to those principles of civil and 
religious liberty.”


Dictionary of Christianity in America (Downers Grove, IL: 
InterVarsity Press, 1990).



Two Movements Form the Background to the Pilgrims


1. The Protestant Reformation, 1517— 

2. The Anabaptist Movement



Two Movements Form the Background to the Pilgrims


1. The Protestant Reformation, 1517— 

2. The Anabaptist Movement


Separation of Church and State

Believers’ baptism (disconnected from citizenship)



Henry VIII  1509–1547

Edward VI  1547–1553  Protestant

Mary Tudor  1553–1558  Roman Catholic

Elizabeth I  1558–1603  Anglican

James I  1603–1625  Anglican

Charles I  1625–1649  Anglican



The Geneva  
Bible–1560
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The Mayflower Compact



The Mayflower Compact
“In ye name of God, Amen.
We whose names are underwritten, the loyall 
subjects of our dread soveraigne Lord, King 
James ...
having undertaken, for the glorie of God, and 
advancemente of the Christian faith, and honour of 
our king & countrie, a voyage to plant the first 
colonie in the Northerne parts of Virginia ...
in the presence of God, and one of another, 
covenant & combine our selves togeather into a 
civill body politick ...
to enacte ... just & equall lawes ... as shall be thought 
most meete & convenient for the generall good of 
the Colonie,
unto which we promise all due submission and 
obedience …”





The By-Laws of the “Adventurers”


“The adventurers & planters do agree that every person 
that goeth being aged 16 years & upward ... be accounted a 
single share ... 

“The persons transported & the adventurers shall continue 
their joint stock & partnership together, the space of 7 
years … during which time, all profits & benefits that are 
got by trade, traffic, trucking, working, fishing, or any other 
means of any person or persons, remain still in ye 
common stock …



“… That all such persons as are of this colony, are to have 
their meat, drink, apparel, and all provision out of the 
common stock & goods ...


“That at the end of the 7 years, the capital & profits, viz. 
the houses, lands, goods and chattels, be equally divided 
betwixt the adventurers and planters.”



Governor William Bradford recorded this experiment as a 
failure:


“The failure of that experiment of communal service, which 
was tried for several years, and by good and honest men,  
proves the emptiness of the theory of Plato and other 
ancients, applauded by some of later times, — that the 
taking away of private property, and the possession of it in 
community, by a commonwealth, would make a state 
happy and flourishing; as if they were wiser than God …



“... For in this instance, community of property was found 
to breed much confusion and discontent;


“and retard much employment which would have been to 
the general benefit ...


“For the young men who were most able and fit for service 
objected to being forced to spend their time and strength 
in working for other men’s wives and children, without any 
recompense …”



“The strong man or the resourceful man had no more 
share of food, clothes, etc., than the weak man who was 
not able to do a quarter the other could. This was thought 
injustice.


“The aged and graver men, who were ranked and 
equalized in labor, food, clothes, etc., with the humbler and 
younger ones, thought it some indignity and disrespect to 
them.


“As for men’s wives who were obliged to do service for 
other men, such as cooking, washing their clothes, etc., 
they considered it a kind of slavery, and many husbands 
would not brook it …”



The experiment of a “communistic plan” of redistribution 
of wealth failed:


“it did ... abolish those very relations which God himself 
has set among men ... (and) greatly diminish the mutual 
respect that is so important should be preserved amongst 
them.


“Let none argue that this is due to human failing, rather 
than to this communistic plan of life in itself.”



1 Thess. 5:18, “in everything give thanks; for this is the will 
of God in Christ Jesus for you.”


Eph. 5:20, “giving thanks always for all things to God the 
Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,”


