Development of missions in the book of Acts
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J. Herbert Kane, LHD (1910-1988)

THE MISSIONARY “CALL"

The term missionary call should never have been coined.
It is not Scriptural and therefore can be harmtul.
Thousands of youth desiring to serve the Lord have

waited and waited for some mysterious missionary call
that never came.

J. Herbert Kane



“To sum up: (1) a special divine call is not necessary to witness
for Christ beyond the national border; (2) the striking vision that
Paul received at Troas, the so-called Macedonian call, was not
his missionary call, nor is it typical of such a call; and (3) the
call to missionary service is not necessarily associated with a
definite field at home or abroad. It might seem from this that we
have completely ruled out the idea of a call. But that is not so.”



Acts 13:1-4 Now In the church that was at Antioch
there were certain prophets and teachers...

2 As tThey ministered to the Lord and fasted, the Holy
Spirit said, “Now separate to Me Barnabas and Saul
for the work to which | have called them.”

3 Then, having fasted and prayed, and laid hands on
them, they sent them away.

4. So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went
down to Seleucia, and from there they sailed to
Cyprus.



Acts 16:6-10

Now when they had gone through Phrygia and the region of Galatiq,
they were forbidden by the Holy Spirit to preach the word in Asia.

After they had come to Mysia, they tried to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit
did not permit them.

So passing by Mysia, they came down to Troas.

? And a vision appeared to Paul in the night. A man of Macedonia stood
and pleaded with him, saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.”

10 Now after he had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go to
Macedonia, concluding that the Lord had called us to preach the
gospel to them.



Matthew 9:37-38:

Then He said to His disciples, “The harvest
truly Is plentiful, but the laborers are few.

Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to

send out laborers intfo His harvest.”
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