














Robert Funk:

“The Christ of creed and dogma . . . can
no longer command the assent of those
who have seen the heavens through
Galileo’s telescope. The old deities and
demons were swept from the skies by
that remarkable glass. Copernicus,
Kepler, and Galileo have dismantled the
mythological abodes of the gods and
Satan, and bequeathed us secular
heavens.” (p. 2)

Preface of The Five Gospels: The Search for
the Authentic Words of Jesus



John Dominic Crossan says that
Jesus “did not and could not cure

»

that disease or any other one. . . .
Also Crossan says: “I do not think
that anyone, anywhere, at any time
brings dead people back to life.”
(Jesus: A Revolutionary Biography, pp.
32, 95)



“Whenever scholars detect detailed
knowledge of postmortem events 1n
sayings and parables attributed to Jesus,
they are inclined [the Jesus Seminar 100%
inclined] to the view that the formulation

of such sayings took place after the fact.”
(Five Gospels, p. 25.






Borg says: "In Luke, of course, we
have the famous story of them
living 1n Nazareth but needing to
go to Bethlehem for the census and
that's why Jesus 1s born 1n a stable,
in a manger, because there's no
room 1n the 1nn. In Matthew--and
this 1s one of the most striking
differences--the family, apparently,
lives 1n Bethlehem, and Jesus 1s
born at home."
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THE JESUS SEMINAR

* What did Jesus
Really Say?



The historical reliability of this
INformation is virtually certain. It is
SiSlelelelgi=loleol\VAr-Nelg-lelelglel=Ig-lglel-Neli}
evidence.

This information is probably reliable.
It fits well with other evidence that is
verifiable.

This iInformation is possible but
unreliable. It lacks supporting
evidence.

This iInformation is mprobable. It
does not fit verifiable evidence; it is
largely or entirely fictive.



		Red

		Jesus undoubtedly said this or something very like it.


The historical reliability of this information is virtually certain. It is supported by a preponderance of evidence.



		Pink

		Jesus probably said something like this.


This information is probably reliable. It fits well with other evidence that is verifiable.



		Gray

		Jesus did not say this, but the ideas contained in it are close to his own.


This information is possible but unreliable. It lacks supporting evidence.



		Black

		Jesus did not say this; it represents the perspective or content of a later or different tradition.


This information is improbable. It does not fit verifiable evidence; it is largely or entirely fictive.
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reporting



Among its finds:









See Christian Research Institute for development of thoughts, on which this
list 1s dependent















The Problem of Structuring and Arranging the
Material of History




































The importance of close
contact in eyewitness
testimony

Credible
eyewitness
testimony
requires a
sustained, up-
close type of
exposure







» “For we did not follow cleverly contrived myths when we made
known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ;
instead, we were eyewitnesses of His majesty.

* For when He received honor and glory from God the Father, a
voice came to Him from the Majestic Glory: This is My beloved
Son. I take delight in Him!

* And we heard this voice when it came from heaven while we
were with Him on the holy mountain. So we have the prophetic
word strongly confirmed. You will do well to pay attention to it,
as to a lamp shining in a dismal place, until the day dawns and
the morning star arises in your hearts.” (2 Pet 1:16-19 HCSB)






The Credibility of Historical Events Determined
by Temporal Proximity to the Record of the Event

When event When event
occured recorded Today
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Christus, from whom the name had its origin, suffered
the extreme penalty during the reign of Tiberius at the hand of one
of our procurators, Pontius Pilate



What advantage
did the Jews gain from executing their wise King

Nor did the wise King die for
good; he lived on 1n the teaching which he has given



Chrestus



The Christians, you
know, worship a man to this day

crucified



Jesus if indeed it be right to

call him a man

He was

the Christ

for he appeared to them alive
on the third day—the godly prophets having foretold these and ten
thousand other things about him
















lgnatius, Letter to the Trallians, 9., ca. A.D.
110-115: “Jesus Christ who was of the race of
David, who was the Son of Mary, who was
truly born and ate and drank, was truly
persecuted under Pontius Pilate, was truly
crucified and died in the sight of those In
heaven and on earth and those under the
earth; who moreover was truly raised from
the dead. . . .”















Census of
Quirinius
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_AN D it came to pass in those
days, that there went out a
decree from Caesar Augustus,
that all the world should be
taxed. (And this taxing was
first made. when Cyrenius was
governor of Syria).

(Luke 2 : 1-2)















Hadrian's Attempt to Erase Memory of

Jesus Christ in_JerusaIem
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e In 1961, Italian archaeologist
found a
fragment of a plaque that was
used as a section of steps
leading to the Caesarea Theater

e It reads:
TIBERIEUM
(PON)TIUS PILATUS
(PRAEF)ECTUS IUDA(EAE)





































The Gospel of John 1s known within one generation of its
writing (John Rylands Papyri A.D. 125) in A.D. 90)

Portions of Matthew and Mark are known which date
within a decade of their writing in the 50s and 60s

More than 15,000 early translations of the New
Testament are known 1n such languages as Syriac, Coptic,
Latin, Italian

Textual scholars consider only 1,000th of the New
Testament MSS to be 1n any question, and almost all of
these are small 1ssues such spelling, word order






We have given practical proof of our reverence for our own
Scriptures. For although such long ages have now passed,
no one has ventured either to add, or to remove, or to alter
a syllable; and it is an instinct with every Jew, from the day

of his birth, to regard them as the decrees of God, to abide

by them, and, if need be, cheerfully to die for them.
—Flavius Josephus (Contra Apion, Book I, sec., 8, p. 158)




My son, be careful in
your work for it is the
work of Heaven, lest
 you err either in leaving
out or in adding one
iota, and thereby cause
the destruction of the
whole world.
—Ishmael (15t century AD)
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Last eve I passed beside a blacksmith’s door,

And heard the anvil ring the vesper chime;
Then looking in, I saw upon the floor

Old hammers, worn with beating years of time.

“How many anvils have you had,” said I,
“To wear and batter all those hammers so?”
“Just one,” said he, and then, with twinkling eye,
“The anvil wears the hammers out, you know.’

And so, thought I, the anvil of God’s Word,
For ages skeptic blows have beat upon;

Yet, though the noise of falling blows was heard,
The anvil is unharmed—the hammers gone.

Author Unknown
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