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DEFINITION OF
ARCHAEOLOGY



. Definition of Archaeology

A. Derivation: Archaios and logos, study of B
| ancient things, the past, antiquity
B. P.R.S. Moorey (British archaeologist):
- “the study of durable rubbish”

C. Keith Schoville (U.Wisconsin): “the
systematic recovery, analysis, and

Interpretation of the survwmg evidence of
| human act|V|ty |




DIVISIONS OF ARCHAEOLOGY



Divisio'n's ofArchaeoIogy i

. Artlfacts( Sllent Ewdence Ilke Iamps)
= Inscriptions

Black Obelisk of
Shalmaneser




Flace of TrumPcting lnscri]:)tion

The “Place of Trumpeting” inscription was discovered in 1969 by

i Benjamin Mazar at the southwest corner of the Temple Mount. It is
believed to be from one of the Temple towers designating the area
where the trumpets would be sounded to signal the beginning and
end of the Sabbath (Josephus, Jewish War 4.582-83). Some suggest
that the inscription is a message to the Temple builders designating
where the stone slab should be placed (2 Chron 5; 13; 15; 20; 23;
29; Ps 81:3; Joel 2:15). It reads: “...[of]/to the place of trumpeting.”
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#1 Gllgamesh
Epic Tablet XI

S OV PSR TRRNGN 2z Nineveh, Irag
' AECRERIBEY 2 Flood story
similar to
Gen. 6-9
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(1ath lnscri]:)tion

Discovered in 2005 at Tel es-Safi (Gath), this 9t century BC

ostraca is the earliest deciphered Philistine inscription ever
found. It demonstrates that names similar to “Goliath” were
used around the time David slew Goliath in 1 Samuel 17.

e TWO names inscribed on
the shard were written
with Semitic characters.

e They are Philistine names

etymologically equivalent
to “Goliath” and suggests

the reliability of the
Philistine name “Goliath.”

()

:I|I|I I
-~ |

J\ 3l

Proto-Canaanite Goliath Inscription




VALUE OF ARCHAEOLOGY



~ The Value of Archaeology
o It frequently illustrates and illuminates
the Bible. ' - 2

= |t may assist In determlnlng flxed dates for
biblical events (e.g. Patrlarchs Exodus).

i It may clear up the mterpretatlon of obscure
texts (e g- horns of the altar




The Value of Archaeology

o It frequently illustrates and illuminates the
Bible. i
= |t may assist in determining fixed dates for biblical events
'(‘e g. Patriarchs, Exodus).
= It may clear up the interpretation of obscure texts (e. g.
horns of the altar). |

= |t can contribute information concerning customs and
- cultures of Bible times (e.g. city gates, the Canaanltes)

L It can help us to correct mlsmterpretatlons



The Value of Archaeology

e It often supplements the
information given in the Bible.
= [t.sometimes supplies details missing in the

biblical account (e. g Sargon 11, King I\/Iesha
of Moab). :

= |t often provides information not found in

the Bible at all (e.g. Battle of Qarqar, Battle
- of Carchemish, intertestamental period).




The Value of Archaeology

o It sometlmes authentlcates the Bible.

.= Ithas destroyed false theones concerning the Bible (e. g
the documentary theory of blbllcal_ formation)

= |t has demonstrated the accuracy of the Bible (e. g
- Solomonic gates (Gezer, Meglddo Hazor) Hittites, Pilate
mscrlptlon Sodom)

.;‘"w:gw"um-u,;-







DEVELOPMENT OF
ARCHAEOLOGY



‘ Development of A_‘rchaeology

fuls- e

Early Interests (limited to hlstorlc sites
and later relics) | |

. Pious Pilgrims (Iate first millennium, and

- crusades, and for centuries since then)
Treasure Hunters (1798-1890)
Early Scientific Efforts (1890-1940)

. Modern Archaeology (1948-present)



STEPS OF ARCHAEOLOGY



Steps of Archaeology

= Find location



' Tels, Tells, an_d Tall

= Definition: An artificial mound resulting
from human occupatlon B

= Joshua 11:13 — “Yet Israel did not burn any
of the cities on their mounds (Hebrew tells)
except Hazor, which Joshua burned.”



Tell Beth Shean (Scythopolis)




Tell Megiddo




Tell Dothan
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Tall el-Hammam




Cross-Section of a Tell
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Why Live in the Same Place?

= Water _

= Defensible location

= Arable land |

. Commermal links

= Previous city (= bundlng supplles)

“Other” (eX|stent|aI aesthetic, religious,
etc)



Why Leave?

= Famine or plague

= Earthquake

= War

= Migration

= Changes In climate

= Decline in local economy



Steps of Archaeology

= Find Iocation
= Dig!
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Excavations Squates

=




I,

Where is all the treasur
they said was here?

c



Excavation Grid




Tell Rehov




Steps of Archaeology

| :ind location
DIig!
Describe
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5 Archaeological Terms

2 Excavation Terminology
4 7 Tell
7 Stratum

ARCHAE DI DGICAL APPROXIMATE
PERIOT FIELIC AL FPERICD

Maccabees

Stratified exCavilion —————

GROUND LEVEL

Prehizicry

F & Schematic drawing of an ancient tell showing methods of excavation and levels
V= (strata) of occupation
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Locus Sheets

EARTH LOCUS SHEET

A LOCUS Y
___ G.SHEET |
K. INCLUSION
M. COMPLETE (Fld Sup)

IDENTIFICATION

B. srTE M Fafi C. sEasoN 375 D, F[‘.ELD__EH_ E SQUAREIFCH B DATES 2f%p to
H. SUPERVISOR Bedun I. BALK T INSTALLATION SUPPLEMENT | |

L. DESIONATION _ Saaf _iwcidh

RATIONALE (for uslﬁnmg lacus}
A. REASON e i _}ﬁ}'w'y—.:_-‘ilfﬂpfﬂ H'J.LI.JJ;AJ'"’ 5
B. SEPABABILITY: TOP: (] VLRY CLEAR ] CLEAR || AVERAGE |] UNCLEAR |] VERY UNCLEAR [ ] ARBIIRAWY
BOTTOM:  {] VERY CLEAR [) CLEAR [] AVERAGE ;] UNCLEAR || VERY UNCLEAR [] ARBITRARY

DESCRIPTION E. INCLUSIGNS:

A. COLOR: 1. Munseli Humber [ Emla{-_‘i.‘i:_
2. Yerhul a2, Men Pockew

. Baick M utzgis]
. Pebble Pockets
. Msh Pocwein

Sise (Dwani: evg ar range)

B. TEXTLRE: C. FARTICLE SHAFE
1. Clay < 1F256mm) ;. 1 . A &

2. 5 (i/256-1/16mm) p A8 0%
J. Sapd {1/16-2mm} % 1B __ %
4.

&
"

D. CONSLSTENCE: very loose ......... very hard
P Hardness feircleoney: 0 1 2 3 4 &
2. Copmpaciness {5, M, or ¥ 3, Wemess (3, M, or ¥
& Loose _ _d Firm _L/ a. Iy
b Cumbly_ e, Graveily __ b Moist
@ Frable __ f Rabbly o Wel
4. Ziaseiure {check one):
Water: [ ] a. Puddling { | b, Channeling | | 2. Sheet Wash
[1d. Wind [1e. Talus [1€ Ropden

. Dhmd: V1] Randoge
1. Siope:

__a. Febbley iZnun-Gem)hskt

"7 b. Cobbles {6-25:m)bakt

d. Actifact {Ciive 1ais for cki:
a. Pottemy: [} Freg Rare
. Flint; [ ] Freg Rire
. Gluss
. Terserae
. Tebun Fregs
.Arch. Frags

- ast: [} Random [J Pajremed (2x}

g ] Panersed {gx)

[ ] Layered (ox)

v Roulders (23cm +)/bski

o, Dist: [ ] Beondom
[ } Putterned {ex)
[ Layercd (ox)

. Brivk Trugs

E. Buof Tiles

h. Worked Sioncs
i. Burnad Sloncy
1-

Dieseolie;

[ ] Layered (ex)




Large Jugs and Flasks

BowWis and
r Jars and pots
vessels pitchers

Juglets plates
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Meolith o and
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Pottery Analysis
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Pottery Tag

POTTERY TAG
() Dip

Site Season Superv

d Sq Loc /

Pail  Date (crcl. mo.) ___ Jun/Jul/Aug 19___

ORIGIN:
[ 1 From Locus

[ ] From Sift
[ ] Other

CONDITION:
[ ] Mendable

[ ] Fragile

[ ] Poss Contam

READING:
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Drawing Pottery




Steps of Archaeology

= Find location
= Dig!

m Describe

m Date



Various Pottery Drawings
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Styles Change




The Value of Pottery

m Found everywhere
m Indestructible
m Fragile, frequently replaced

m Used for everything

m Reveals much about maker and user




|salah 45:9

“Woe to him who quarrels with his Maker, to

him who Is but a potsherd among the

potsherds on the ground. Does the clay say

to the potter, ‘What are you making?’ ”



Job 2:8

“Then Job took a piece of broken
pottery and scraped himself with It

as he sat among the ashes.”



Psalm 2:9

“You will rule them with an iron
scepter; you will dash them to

pieces like pottery.”



Psalm 31:12

“| am forgotten by them as though |
were dead; | have become like

broken pottery.”



Limits of Archaeological Dating

m Relatively young study

m Poor excavation and/or recording
m Circular reasoning/assumptions
= Limited ancient written sources



Fragmentary Nature of
Archaeological Evidence

1 3
O pestroyed [] Recovered
in
antiquity M Scientifically
M Preserved Excavated
in tells

_ M Properly
O tPTfsewed In Excavated

Ells ] Properly
Published

[1 Recovered by
archaeologists




Steps of Archaeology

- FInd location
Dig!
Describe
Date




Steps of Archaeology

- FInd location
Dig!
Describe
Date
Publish
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