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Inheriting the Kingdom 
Ephesians 1:14; 1 Corinthians 6:9–10;  

Ephesians 5:5; Galatians 5:19–21



Eph. 1:14, “who [the Holy Spirit] is the 
guarantee of our inheritance until the 
redemption of the purchased possession, 
to the praise of His glory.”

ἀρραβών  arrabon 
masc sing nom  
down payment, a 
pledge guarantee, 
paying the first 
installment

κληρονομία  
kleronomia 
fem sing gen  
inheritance, 
possession, 
property



1 Pet. 1:3, “Blessed be the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to 
His abundant mercy has begotten us again 
to a living hope through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead, 
1 Pet. 1:4, “to an inheritance incorruptible 
and undefiled and that does not fade away, 
reserved in heaven for you,” κληρονομία  

kleronomia 
fem sing gen  
inheritance, 
possession, 
property



Colossians 3:24, [because you] “know that 
from the Lord you will receive the reward 
of the inheritance. Y’all serve the Lord 
Christ!” ~RD

δουλεύω  
douleuo  
2 plur pres act 
impera   
to serve as a 
slave



The Problem: 

Some passages speak of inheritance as a 
gift, but others speak of it as a reward. 

A gift is free. 

A reward is earned.



1 Cor. 6:9, “Do you not know that the 
unrighteous  will not inherit the kingdom of 
God? Do not be deceived. Neither 
fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, 
nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, 
1 Cor. 6:10, “nor thieves, nor covetous, nor 
drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners 
will inherit the kingdom of God.”



Eph. 5:5, “For this you know with certainty, 
that no immoral or impure person or 
covetous man, who is an idolater, has an 
inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and 
God.”



Gal. 5:19, “Now the works of the flesh are 
evident, which are: adultery, fornication, 
uncleanness, lewdness,  
Gal. 5:20, “idolatry, sorcery, hatred, 
contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, 
selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies,  
Gal. 5:21, “envy, murders, drunkenness, 
revelries, and the like; of which I tell you 
beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, 
that those who practice such things will not 
inherit the kingdom of God.”



What the Bible Teaches 
About 

Inheritance as Possession



5. Conclusion 
 
Though not all have an inheritance in the 
Land, all have God as their inheritance 
and possession. 
 
Thus the Old Testament teaches two 
categories of inheritance:  
•  inheritance of God for all believers 
•  an inheritance that is not for all  
   believers



What the Bible Teaches 
About 

Heirship



Is “inheritance” a synonym for receiving 
eternal life? 

Is an inheritance earned, given, or both? 

What exactly is the meaning of inheritance 
and what does it mean to “inherit the 
kingdom of God?” 



9. Conclusion. The are two categories of 
inheritance (Rom. 8:17) 
 
•  Inherit the kingdom, Eph. 5:5;  
   1 Cor. 6:9–10 
 
•  Inherit salvation, Heb. 1:14



Romans 8:17, “and if children, then heirs -- 
heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if 
indeed we suffer with Him, that we may 
also be glorified together.”





Charles the First walked and talked half an 
hour after his head was cut off 

~County Schools Exam, England 1937



Charles the First walked and talked half an 
hour after his head was cut off 

~County Schools Exam, England 1937 

Charles the First walked and talked. Half an 
hour after, his head was cut off 



Johnny said the teacher was stupid 

Johnny, said the teacher, was stupid. 

Johnny said, the teacher was stupid.



“Verily, I say unto thee, This day thou shalt 
be with me in Paradise.” Luke 23:43  
~KJV 

… “Assuredly, I say to you, today you will 
be with Me in Paradise.” Luke 23:43 
~NKJV, and Protestant translations 

“Verily, I say unto thee this day, thou shalt 
be with me in Paradise.” Luke 23:43  
~Some Roman Catholic translations



“And if children, then 
heires, heires of God, 
and ioynt heires with 
Christ: if so be that we 
suffer with him, that 
wee may be also 
glorified together.”



Rom. 8:17, “and if children, heirs also, heirs 
of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if 
indeed we suffer with Him so that we may 
also be glorified with Him.” ~NASB 95 

Rom. 8:17, “and if children, then heirs; heirs 
of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if indeed 
we suffer with him, that we may also be 
glorified with him.” ~WEB, ASV 

Rom. 8:17, “and if children, then heirs—
heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, 
provided we suffer with him in order that we 
may also be glorified with him.” ~ESV, NIV



Romans 8:17, “and if children, then heirs 
of God, and joint heirs with Christ if indeed 
we suffer with Him, that we may also be 
glorified together.” 

Two types of heirs: 
•  Heirs of God: all believers 
•  Joint heirs with Christ: for those who  
   grow spiritually



The Problem Passages:  
1 Cor. 6:9–11; Gal. 5:19-21; Eph. 5:5



1 Cor. 6:9, “Do you not know that the 
unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of 
God? Do not be deceived. Neither 
fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, 
nor homosexuals, nor sodomites,  
1 Cor. 6:10, “nor thieves, nor covetous, nor 
drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners 
will inherit the kingdom of God.  
1 Cor. 6:11, “And such were some of you. 
But you were washed, but you were 
sanctified, but you were justified in the 
name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of 
our God.”



1. To whom is Paul writing? What do we 
know about these Corinthians? 

2. Who are the “unrighteous” (adikoi) in  
vs. 9?  

3. Do not be deceived? 
4. What does inherit mean? What does 

inherit the kingdom mean? 
5. And such were some of you? 
6. Eph. 5:5 and Gal. 5:19–21.



1. To whom is Paul writing? What do we 
know about these Corinthians? 
 
Gal. 5:20, … “hatred, contentions, 
jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish 
ambitions, dissensions …, envy …”  



1 Cor. 6:1, “Dare any of you, having a 
matter against another, go to law before 
the unrighteous, and not before the 
saints?”



About Corinth: 

1. A Roman colony for military veterans 
and freedmen. 

2. A port city that brought sailors, slaves, 
Greeks, Asians, Egyptians, Europeans 
together. 

3. A city with a worldwide reputation for 
evil, immorality, and lasciviousness. 



1. To whom is Paul writing? What do we 
know about these Corinthians? 

2. Who are the “unrighteous” (adikoi) in  
vs. 9?  



1 Cor. 6:1, “Dare any of you, having a 
matter against another, go to law before 
the unrighteous, and not before the 
saints?”

ἄδικος  adikos 
masc plur gen  unjust; 
unrighteous; 
BDAG: “pertaining to 
acting in a way that is 
contrary to what is right”



1 Cor. 6:1, “Dare any of you, having a 
matter against another, go to law before 
the unrighteous, and not before the saints?  
1 Cor. 6:2, “Do you not know that the 
saints will judge the world? And if the 
world will be judged by you, are you 
unworthy to judge the smallest matters?” 

Thayer: 1. unjust, 2. unrighteous or sinful,  
3. deceitful.   
BAGD: unjust, dishonest or untrustworthy.   
Abbott-Smith: 1. unjust, 2. unrighteous or 
wicked.



1 Cor. 6:6, “But brother goes to law against 
brother, and that before unbelievers 
[apistos]!”



adikos = unjust, unrighteous 

This can be 
• an unrighteous unbeliever  
or  
• an unrighteous believer 



1 Cor. 6:7, “Now therefore, it is already an 
utter failure for you that you go to law 
against one another. Why do you not rather 
accept wrong [adikeo]? Why do you not 
rather let yourselves be cheated? 
1 Cor. 6:8, “No, you yourselves do wrong 
[adikeo] and cheat, and you do these 
things to your brethren!”



1 Cor. 6:7, “Now therefore, it is already an 
utter failure for you that you go to law 
against one another. Why do you not rather 
accept wrong [adikeo]? Why do you not 
rather let yourselves be cheated? 
1 Cor. 6:8, “No, you yourselves do wrong 
[adikeo] and cheat, and you do these 
things to your brethren! 
1 Cor. 6:9, “Do you not know that 
wrongdoers will not inherit the kingdom of 
God? Do not be deceived. Neither 
fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, 
nor homosexuals, nor sodomites,”



1. To whom is Paul writing? What do we 
know about these Corinthians? 

2. Who are the “unrighteous” (adikoi) in  
vs. 9?  

3. Do not be deceived? 



Were they in danger of being deceived that 
unbelievers would not inherit the 
kingdom?



1. To whom is Paul writing? What do we 
know about these Corinthians? 

2. Who are the “unrighteous” (adikoi) in  
vs. 9?  

3. Do not be deceived? 
4. What does inherit mean? What does 

inherit the kingdom mean? 
5. And such were some of you? 
6. Eph. 5:5 and Gal. 5:19–21



1 Cor. 6:9, “Do you not know that the 
unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of 
God? Do not be deceived. Neither 
fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, 
nor homosexuals, nor sodomites,  
1 Cor. 6:10, “nor thieves, nor covetous, nor 
drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners 
will inherit the kingdom of God.  
1 Cor. 6:11, “And such were some of you. 
But you were washed, but you were 
sanctified, but you were justified in the 
name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of 
our God.”



1 Cor. 6:11, “And such were some of you. 
But you were washed, but you were 
sanctified, but you were justified in the 
name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of 
our God.”



Some = 
believers

You = 
Unbelievers

“Some” and  
“all” are  

rhetorical. All  
are viewed as  
positionally  

saved.

Some = 
a few  

growing  
believers

You = 
Believers 

still immersed in  
the Corinthian 

cesspool 
of carnality.

1

2

3



Col. 3:23, “And whatever you do, do it 
heartily, as to the Lord and not to men,  
Col. 3:24, “knowing that from the Lord you 
will receive the reward of the inheritance; 
for you serve the Lord Christ.”



Eph. 5:5, “For this you know with certainty, 
that no immoral or impure person or 
covetous man, who is an idolater, has an 
inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and 
God.”



Gal. 5:19, “Now the works of the flesh are 
evident, which are: adultery, fornication, 
uncleanness, lewdness,  
Gal. 5:20, “idolatry, sorcery, hatred, 
contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, 
selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies,  
Gal. 5:21, “envy, murders, drunkenness, 
revelries, and the like; of which I tell you 
beforehand, just as I also told you in time 
past, that those who practice such things 
will not inherit the kingdom of God.”


