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THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE OLD TESTAMENT 
1 SAMUEL 10:1–16 



Gen. 1:2, “The earth was without form, and 
void; and darkness was on the face of the 
deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering 
over the face of the waters.”



Job 26:13, “By His Spirit He adorned the 
heavens; His hand pierced the fleeing 
serpent.” 
Job 33:4, “The Spirit of God has made me,  
and the breath of the Almighty gives me 
life.”



Isa. 40:13, “Who has directed the Spirit of 
the LORD, or as His counselor has taught 
Him?”  
Psa. 104:30, “You send forth Your Spirit, 
they are created; and You renew the face of 
the earth.”



The Craftsmen: Bezalel and Oholiab 

Ex. 31:3, “And I have filled him with the 
Spirit of God, in wisdom, in understanding, 
in knowledge, and in all manner of 
workmanship,”



Moses 

Num. 11:17, “Then I will come down and 
talk with you there. I will take of the Spirit 
that is upon you and will put the same 
upon them; and they shall bear the burden 
of the people with you, that you may not 
bear it yourself alone.”



Neh. 9:20, “You also gave Your good Spirit 
to instruct them [the Exodus generation], 
and did not withhold Your manna from 
their mouth, and gave them water for their 
thirst.”



Isa. 63:10, “But they rebelled and grieved 
His Holy Spirit; so He turned Himself 
against them as an enemy, and He fought 
against them.”



Isa. 63:11, “Then he remembered the days 
of old, Moses and his people, saying: 
‘Where is He who brought them up out of 
the sea with the shepherd of His flock? 
Where is He who put His Holy Spirit within 
them,’ ”



Judg. 3:10, “The Spirit of the LORD came 
upon him [Othniel], and he judged Israel. 
He went out to war, and the LORD 
delivered Cushan-rishathaim king of 
Mesopotamia into his hand; and his hand 
prevailed over Cushan-rishathaim.” 

Literally, “was upon” 



Judg. 6:34, “But the Spirit of the LORD 
came upon Gideon; then he blew the 
trumpet, and the Abiezrites gathered 
behind him.” 

vbl  lavash qal perf 3 fem sing  to wear, 
to clothe



Judg. 11:29, “Then the Spirit of the LORD 
came upon Jephthah, and he passed 
through Gilead and Manasseh, and passed 
through Mizpah of Gilead; and from Mizpah 
of Gilead he advanced toward the people 
of Ammon.” 

“was upon” as in Judg. 3:10 with Othniel



Judg. 13:25, “And the Spirit of the LORD 
began to move upon him at Mahaneh Dan 
between Zorah and Eshtaol.” 

Mop  pa{am  qal infinitive Const  “to impel, 
to move” 



Ex. 31:3, “And I have filled him with the 
Spirit of God, in wisdom, in understanding, 
in knowledge, and in all manner of 
workmanship,  
Ex. 31:4, “to design artistic works, to work 
in gold, in silver, in bronze,  
Ex. 31:5, “in cutting jewels for setting, in 
carving wood, and to work in all manner of 
workmanship.” 

alm  mala} piel waw Consec 1 com sing, to 
fill 



1 Sam. 11:6, “Then the Spirit of God came 
upon Saul when he heard this news, and 
his anger was greatly aroused.”



1 Sam. 16:13, “Then Samuel took the horn 
of oil and anointed him in the midst of his 
brothers; and the Spirit of the LORD came 
upon David from that day forward. So 
Samuel arose and went to Ramah.” 

jlx  tzalach  qal waw Consec 3 fem sing  to 
prosper, succeed, rush 
  
Same word used for Saul and Samson.



1 Chron. 28:11, “Then David gave his son 
Solomon the plans for the vestibule, its 
houses, its treasuries, its upper chambers, 
its inner chambers, and the place of the 
mercy seat;  
 
1 Chron. 28:12, “and the plans for all that 
he had by the Spirit, of the courts of the 
house of the LORD, of all the chambers all 
around, of the treasuries of the house of 
God, and of the treasuries for the 
dedicated things;” 



1 Sam. 16:14, “But the Spirit of the LORD 
departed from Saul, and a distressing spirit 
from the LORD troubled him.” 

Psa. 51:11, “Do not cast me away from 
Your presence, and do not take Your Holy 
Spirit from me.”



Hiram 

1 Kings 7:13, “Now King Solomon sent and 
brought Hiram from Tyre.  
1 Kings 7:14, “He was the son of a widow 
from the tribe of Naphtali, and his father 
was a man of Tyre, a bronze worker; he 
was filled with wisdom and understanding 
and skill in working with all kinds of bronze 
work. So he came to King Solomon and did 
all his work.”



Some prophets were empowered 
temporarily 

Azariah in 2 Chron. 15:1–7 

Jahaziel, during the reign of Jehoshaphat, 
2 Chron. 20:14–18 

Zechariah during the reign of Joash in  
2 Chron. 24:20



Num. 11:17, “Then I will come down and 
talk with you there. I will take of the Spirit 
that is upon you and will put the same 
upon them; and they shall bear the burden 
of the people with you, that you may not 
bear it yourself alone.”



Num. 27:18, “And the LORD said to Moses: 
‘Take Joshua the son of Nun with you, a 
man in whom is the Spirit, and lay your 
hand on him;’ ”



Isa. 11:2, “The Spirit of the LORD shall rest 
upon Him, the Spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the Spirit of counsel and 
might, the Spirit of knowledge and of the 
fear of the LORD.”



Isa. 30:1, “ ‘Woe to the rebellious children,’ 
says the LORD, ‘Who take counsel, but not 
of Me, and who devise plans, but not of My 
Spirit, that they may add sin to sin;’ ”



Isa. 42:1, “Behold! My Servant whom I 
[God the Father] uphold, My Elect [Choice 
One] One [the Messiah–God the Son] in 
whom My soul delights! I have put My 
Spirit upon Him; He will bring forth justice 
to the Gentiles.”



Isa. 61:1, “The Spirit of the Lord GOD is 
upon Me, because the LORD has anointed 
Me to preach good tidings to the poor; He 
has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to 
proclaim liberty to the captives, and the 
opening of the prison to those who are 
bound;”



Isa. 63:10, “But they rebelled and grieved 
His Holy Spirit; so He turned Himself 
against them as an enemy, and He fought 
against them. 
Isa. 63:11, “Then he remembered the days 
of old, Moses and his people, saying: 
‘Where is He who brought them up out of 
the sea with the shepherd of His flock? 
Where is He who put His Holy Spirit within 
them,’ ”



Ezek. 11:5, “Then the Spirit of the LORD 
fell upon me, and said to me, ‘Speak! 
“Thus says the LORD: ‘Thus you have 
said, O house of Israel; for I know the 
things that come into your mind.’ ” ’ ”



Ezek. 36:27, “I will put My Spirit within you 
and cause you to walk in My statutes, and 
you will keep My judgments and do them.” 
 
Ezek. 37:14, “ ‘I will put My Spirit in you, 
and you shall live, and I will place you in 
your own land. Then you shall know that I, 
the LORD, have spoken it and performed 
it,’ says the LORD.”



Joel 2:28, “And it shall come to pass 
afterward that I will pour out My Spirit on 
all flesh; your sons and your daughters 
shall prophesy, your old men shall dream 
dreams, your young men shall see visions.  
 
Joel 2:29, “And also on My menservants 
and on My maidservants I will pour out My 
Spirit in those days.”



Zech. 4:6, “So he answered and said to me:  
‘This is the word of the LORD to 
Zerubbabel: “Not by might nor by power, 
but by My Spirit,” says the LORD of hosts.’ ”


